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“When we lived in Boston,” explained Jay, “we recycled 
everything—newspapers, cardboard, glass, plastics, and tin. 
Then we moved to Israel and we saw that no one recycled 
anything; it was virtually unheard of. We felt so bad about it. 
How could people not be looking out for the environment in 
such a small country?” 

So the Rudermans, together with matching funds from 
Amy and the late Natan Parsons and JNF, started a recy-
cling program in Arad, a city in the Negev Desert northeast 
of Mitzpe Ramon. Because JNF’s focus is on the Negev, they 
looked to that region and found an interested partner in the 
city of Arad. To date, receptacles for glass, paper, and plastic 
have been placed all over town, and local manufacturers that 
recycle the material have been put to use. After-school edu-
cational programs have also been implemented to teach the 
youth about the importance of recycling and a museum in 
Arad displays art projects that students made out of recycled 
materials.

“The idea is to create a model for other towns and cities to 
copy,” said Jay. “This works because everyone is involved—
the children, the residents and even the municipality which 
invested its own resources as well. It’s so important to do 
projects in Israel’s periphery and this is one of them.”

Indeed, thanks to the Ruderman Family Charitable Foun-
dation, recycling will now be the middle name of the citizens 
of Arad. The goal of this one-of-a-kind environmental proj-
ect, called “Arad: A Recycling City,” is to brand Arad as an 
“eco-oasis” and attract an increased population. 

“A project such as this can help improve the city’s image 
and the quality of living for its residents,” said Jay. “That’s 
why we chose Arad, as a city that truly needs these benefits.” 

The result of these efforts will be a true recycling city, 
which has not been achieved in Israel to date. “This should 
serve as a model for other cities,” said Jay. “After all, Israel 
is a small country, and it’s important to all of us that it re-
mains beautiful and healthy. Recycling is one of the key ways 
of achieving this.”

Even during the day, the new synagogue at Bahad 1 Army 
Base, an IDF officer training school located near Mitzpe Ra-
mon, stands out by virtue of its height and design. But look at 
it at night, when it’s lit up, and it is mesmerizing; you almost 
get the sense that it’s on fire.

“We live in a Jewish country where the army and religion 
are intimately intertwined,” said Jay Ruderman, a former 
Boston resident who now lives in Rehovot, Israel. Jay and his 
wife Shira, as well as Jay’s sister Sharon Shapiro of Brookline, 
MA, donated funds to JNF through the Ruderman Family 
Charitable Foundation to build the synagogue. Both Sharon 
and Shira are proud Sapphire Society members. 

 “The strength of the army comes from protecting the Jew-
ish State and people who are religious play a significant role in 
that,” he continued. “When the army chief of staff told Shira 
that more and more soldiers who are training to become of-
ficers are religious and the current synagogue was too small 
to serve their needs, she came to the Foundation and said, 
‘I really want to do this for the leaders of the army.’ It feels 
great to do something for people who give so much for their 
country.”

Designed by architect Eli Armon, the synagogue’s wavy 
concrete pillars are 42 feet high and intersected with metal 
beams. Its likeness to a burning bush set up high is deliberate; 

it signifies G-d and a fire that is never extinguished. As for the 
building’s materials, Armon chose concrete for its simplicity 
so that it fits in with the rest of the base and because it con-
notes an unfinished modesty. 

This project is part of JNF’s Blueprint Negev campaign to 
sustainably develop the Negev Desert and increase its popula-
tion, in which the IDF plays a significant role. “If you’re going 
to bring 500,000 people to a region,” said JNF CEO Russell 
F. Robinson, “one of Israel’s biggest employers is the army. 
The army made a decision to move bases and people to the 
Negev out of the center of the country where it’s become so 
expensive. We are working closely with them to help make 
the Negev Desert a home, not just a place where people are 
stationed until they’re released. Deliberately, housing will not 
be on the bases save for those in training. People will live in 
nearby towns. This will serve as an economic engine for the 
region; everything is tied in. Nothing is just a project; it’s all 
part of a vision: Blueprint Negev.” 

Said Jay: “The synagogue will always be here. It took a long 
time to build; the wavy columns were difficult to cast, but it 
will always be here. And that means a lot to us.”

In addition to the synagogue, the Ruderman Family Chari-
table Foundation is also heavily involved in recycling. 

Blueprint Negev a Priority for Ruderman Family Charitable Foundation

Jay and Shira Ruderman.

The new synagogue at Bahad 1 Army Base outside of Mitzpe Ramon, funded by the Rudermans. 
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a moral clarity and balance and provide the necessary educa-
tion and communication tools.”

After meeting with students and faculty on the first leg 
of his tour, Eitam came away with several impressions. “So 
far,” he wrote on his blog, “I think that most of the students, 
whether they are Jewish or not, are open to consider new facts 
about the Middle East, the Iranian problem and even more so, 
the threat that Israel faces with radical Islam. There is still a lot 
to do but it’s a doable mission. Without being apologetic, we 
can come and speak proudly about what Israel is doing. Addi-
tionally, the academic staff and the professors are not part of 
the cycle of debate and discourse. It’s important to find a way 
and a new channel to make them active participants to teach 
the students. They need to be confronted with the issues and 
to show some fresh ideas in order to have a positive dialogue 
on campus with regards to Israel.” 

CFD, an initiative of JNF and Media Watch International, 
brings Israeli speakers representing a wide spectrum of po-
litical and philosophical thought to college campuses across 
the U.S. Since 2002, the highly successful program has visited 
nearly 100 campuses and communities and sponsored 267 
programs. Past speakers include Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, President Shimon Peres and other noted 
politicians and journalists

Read more about Eitam’s travels at effieeitamtour.blogspot.
com. For information about Caravan for Democracy, visit 
www.jnf.org/caravan.  

There were picket lines, heated emails, and a few nervous 
phone calls, but that was before former Israeli Knesset member 
and minister Effie Eitam began his first of three, three-week 
sweeps of college campuses in the U.S. with JNF’s Caravan 
for Democracy (CFD) program. Although dubbed by some as 
a “right wing fanatic,” Eitam’s lectures and thoughtful ques-

tion-and-answer sessions dispelled pre-conceived views and 
inspired a vibrant discussion about Israel.  

“There were 15 students of mine at the event,” wrote a fac-
ulty member from one of the universities visited by Eitam. 
“They all raved about it. One said that it gave her a great sense 
of Jewish pride. To me this is the ultimate success. Another 
said that it made her want to be proactive.”

During his lectures, Eitam covers such topics as the nucle-
ar threat of Iran, morality and ethics in Israel, the advocacy 
skills and historical knowledge needed to make the case for 
Israel, the story of the raid on Entebbe, and more.

His goal is to reframe and strengthen the true discourse in 
the U.S. about the Middle East, especially among the young-
er generation. According to Eitam, Israel took U.S. support 
for granted for many years but over the last two decades has 
started to lose in the world’s public opinion battle—especially 
since the second intifada, when the Palestinian narrative be-
gan to exclusively define the issues.

“There is a lot of work to do,” he said, “as there are thou-
sands of university campuses and a few hundred thousand 
students to reach. We must counter the prevailing narrative. 
Many college students are ignorant of the facts, and because 
of that have taken themselves out of the conversation and 
when confronted with extreme views are unable to counter 
them. By providing critical truths, our goal is to re-establish 

Avia Muller wanted her bat mitzvah to be more than just a 
party; she wanted to give something back, to make a differ-
ence, to help other people. So the 12-year-old turned to JNF’s 
new B’nai Mitzvah Projects Tribute Pages and is now well on 
her way toward her fundraising goal of $5,000, which will be 
donated to Aleh Negev, a state-of-the-art rehabilitative village 
in Israel for young adults with severe disabilities.

Designed with the bar/bat mitzvah-age child in mind, the 
program makes it fun and easy for teens to spearhead their 
own fundraising campaigns online. At www.jnf.org/mitzvah-
projects, participants select a JNF project that is important 
to them, choosing from options like the Sderot Indoor Rec-
reation Center, Therapeutic Riding Centers, Aleh Negev, 
Project: Baseball, and the B’nai Mitzvah Remembrance Wall. 
Then they create a personalized web page, starting with pre-
written text about the project they choose and adding their 
own thoughts and photos. Using a simple online participant 
center, they send emails to family and friends telling them 
why they’re raising money for the project. People can donate 
online and participants are able to track their progress on 
their pages, which also feature a message board and a list of 
recent donors.

Avia is raising money through her web page by selling a 
cookbook called “Cooking with My Grandmothers.” And the 
cause she is supporting is close to her heart.

“My cousin Shai suffers from a physical and mental dis-

Online Tool Encourages Teens to Take on More Mitzvah Projects

Former MK Effie Eitam Kicks Off University Tour With JNF 

ability,” she wrote on her page. “He lives in Aleh Negev in 
Israel and I wanted to create something to help him and oth-
ers like him.” 

Avia compiled recipes from her grandmothers, Safta Nina 
and Safta Sara, and her family donated the cost of production 
and printing of the books. All the money collected from do-
nations directly supports Aleh Negev.

In honor of her bat mitzvah last May, Isabel Snodgrass of 

Williamsburg, MA used the Tribute program to raise funds 
for the restoration of degraded coral reefs in Israel’s Red Sea, 
an initiative of Israel Oceanographic & Limnological Research 
(IOLR) supported by JNF. Using a brochure she created and 
a personalized JNF web page, Isabel raised more than $1,400 
from family, friends, and members of her synagogue. 

A self-proclaimed lifelong “ocean-environmentalist,” Isa-
bel detailed the state of the world’s dying coral reefs on her 
web page and her plan to sponsor a section of the reef in the 
Red Sea. “In exchange for your support,” she wrote, “I’ll send 
yearly photos and updates on the progress of ‘our’ reef, and 
how the scientists in Israel are using the  money.”

Isabel and her family were invited to attend the annual 
meeting of North American Friends of IOLR, where she 
spoke as part of a presentation on coral nursery research.

“Today’s bar/bat mitzvah kids usually have a tzedakah or 
mitzvah project requirement to fulfill and we are proud to of-
fer students and their families engaging projects that connect 
them to Israel, using a medium they are comfortable with,” 
said Nina Woldin, JNF education content manager. “We are 
also pleased to offer ‘JNF and U,’ a corresponding activity 
guide with suggestions for hands-on fundraising and volun-
teer activities.”

 
To check out Avia’s page go to www.aviamuller.com. To learn 
more about Tribute Pages, go to www.jnf.org/mitzvahprojects.

Former MK Effie Eitam addressed students at Temple University during  
the East Coast leg of his speaking tour with Caravan for Democracy.


